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OURLAVENDER | FROM THEEDITOR 


Why "Our Couples"? 


BY RANDY STERN 


Here we are - the first Love and Marriage 
issue of 2023. 

Itis true that the key to the vibrancy of our 
community is the love we share with our very 
significant others. Whether we are bound by 
marriage or just started dating, we honor and 
cherish those who have agreed to be a part of a 
singular existence. 

A singular existence that still makes people 
unhappy. 

Not going to call out groups of people here. 
Why bother acknowledging their objection to 
love? There's nothing wrong with loving some- 
one, right? 

'The core tenet of our Love and Marriage is- 
sues is to celebrate the love that exist within 
our community. This is why we open up these 
pages or scroll through the website! We want 
to see happy couples talking about what love 
means to them. 

As I stated before, there is another point of 
view on love. In some cultures, the kind of love 
we share within our community still creates 
friction between “из” and "them". That is why 


we have featured a couple who left Ukraine 
for a better life here. It is important to remind 
ourselves that our resilience and determination 
as a culture and community is driven by love — 
and the freedom in expressing love. 

Isn't that point of our celebration of Valen- 
tine's Day? Our anniversary of our first date? 
Our wedding anniversary? The number of love 


songs that have filled your Spotify playlist or 
smartphone's music app? 

All of these remind us of that single fact that 
love is what keeps our community going. 

Take a look at the other couples we featured 
in this issue. Just look at their faces, you see 
bliss, happiness, joy, struggle, pain...and love. 

Within this issue, we have several examples 
of our couples that exemplify all of the above. 
They range from the recently wedded to those 
of been with each other for years. WE let them 
tell their story to you. Maybe you'll be inspired? 

We also include a couple that should be part 
of our community. This couple had multiple 
challenges before and after their arrival into 
our community. It is worth the read, as well. 

We have so many couples we want to cele- 
brate. We feel that in every issue, we may have 
run our course. Not true. That is why we will 
put out an "all call" for you to be featured in our 
Love and Marriage issues, when they come up. 
Because of you, we publish them to share with 
your family, friends, co-workers...the world! H 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Bama, Boundaries, Baker and the Blues 


Pearl Cleage's found family is like every oth- 
er- yet unique. Now, is Summer, 1930, Harlem, 
where thousands of Blacks have joined the Great 
Migration north, fleeing Jim Crow segregation to 
seek jobs, opportunities, freedom. Theyre four; 
Guy, Angel, and Delia rent two apartments, while 
Sam, older, lives elsewhere, but spends many 
hours with the trio, particularly Delia. 

Guy, a gay costume designer shares with 
Angel, a talented but mercurial, alcohol-fueled 
nightclub singer, who's just been fired. Into the 
opening scene lurches Guy, steering a near-blotto 
Angel home after getting the boot. A stranger 
approaches, offers to help. Angel encounters 
Leland, fresh from conservative, small-town Ala- 
bama, a greenhorn in the rowdy, anything-goes 
Harlem the others now navigate easily. 

Leland comes ‘round again, and Angel sees 
a possible solution to her financial woes. Guy's 
kind, but committed to his career...and gay. Le- 
land, smitten by Angel's resemblance to his late 
wife, presses suit. Angel responds. 

Guy is willing to do what it takes to get to Paris 
where his muse Josephine is already a succés fou. 
Guy assiduously create gowns on spec, writes Jo- 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


sephine often, but will she respond? He's offered 
to buy Angel a ticket to Paris, give her time to re- 
group, but Angel craves security, not dreams. 

Delia, across the hall, is mild, but neither 
meek nor unfocused. A feminist, she's looking to 
found a Margaret Sanger Family Planning Clinic 
there in Harlem. Sam is a medical doctor, the only 
aid available to many Black women during a preg- 
nancy or its termination. 

Angel rushes headlong through life. Opening 
a package, she snaps up a red dress meant for De- 
lia and pulls it on, sashaying about assuring Delia 
how much better she can wear it. Delia cedes, yet 
shortly after, Angel appears in Leland's gift of a 
more "modest" dress, acutely aware upon which 
side she's buttering her bread. 

Leland voices his disapproval of homosexuals, 
of women's rights, alcohol and any other of Har- 
lem's social and religious sins he encounters. He 
rejoices to learn Angel is pregnant, “а son!" oblivi- 
ous to her reaction. She calls, enlists Sam. 

All does not resolve as the viewer expects, 
though the characters hew to their innate pat- 
terns of behavior, as many will in any such group. 
Angel's terror at being left “а broke old woman" 


leaves no room for remorse, and her attempt at 
self-preservation brings destruction for some, 
while others, constitutionally more adaptable, 
move on. 

Cleage crafts each character with crystalline 
accuracy, attaining a double-edged impact that 
these stories hold in their timelessness. The Har- 
lem denizens, the gob-smacked Alabamian are 
not exotic insects held up for today's scientific 
scrutiny, but hark back to one's own past..."Our 
bunch in the 60s..." Guy, Angel, Sam, Delia all ini- 
tially behave as their nature dictates, and, as ever, 
some rise to success, fail, or walk their treadmill 
to the end 

What price will you pay for freedom? Once 
you've paid, what will you do with it? Some carry 
on, some don't-or can't. Blues for an Alabama 
Sky targets problems still unresolved nearly 100 
years on: racism, homophobia, misogyny, wom- 
en's bodily autonomy. How did members of your 
found family fare? And you? 

A brilliant and unforgettable evening of the- 
ater, Blues for an Alabama Sky will play on the 
Guthrie's Wurtle Thrust Stage through March 
12.1 
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grandavenuedental.com 
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OUR | TRAVEL 


The Fox Cities, 


Wisconsin 
A River Runs Through It . 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


A river runs through it....and river that would 
be the destiny-forging Fox, powering a destina- 
tion that's become known as the Fox Cities of 
Wisconsin. 

Sure, the cities' birth retells the familiar story 
of fur traders getting their wares to market via the 
waterway, but of more lasting impact, this river 
provided the muscle to turn a settlement into a 
thriving urban area via the water-powered paper 
industry (think Kimberly Clark today). 

Appleton, a city of 75,000, stands as the geo- 
graphic, economic and lifestyle hub of the sur- 
rounding Fox communities, so that's where I 
headed and bedded on a long-weekend getaway. 
(Its a four-plus-hour drive or 45-minute flight 
from the Twin Cities.) The newly-refurbished Hil- 
ton, anchoring the city's main street, served as 
my base camp аз set out to get to know the town, 
tracing my steps along sidewalks with poetry en- 
graved in their cement and utility boxes painted 
in bright mini-murals. 

Although the nearby history museum was 
closed for installations, I marveled at the grand 
architecture of the Masonic Temple it once 
was—today, fueled by the spirit of famed magi- 
cian Houdini, a local son whose story it unfolds. 
There I stood on Houdini Square, waiting instead 
for the doors ofthe Trout Museum of Art to open, 
where I was greeted by Bart Simpson—well, an 
engaging exhibit devoted to B(ART), featuring 
hundreds of stop-motion pics and explanations 
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of the animation process. In other galleries, artist 
Carey Watters' works provocatively re-examine 
ancient iconography through feminist eyes. Don't 
miss the museum's excellent gift shop as you exit. 

Raise your hand if you're eager to see more 
contempo art; then follow me down the main 
street to the campus of Lawrence College (es- 
tablished even earlier than the city itself) and its 
Wriston Art Gallery—three intimate spaces hous- 
ing shows currently honoring Louise Bougeois, 
who proclaims "Art is a Guarantee of Sanity”; 
Suzanne Duchamp (sister of artist Marcel) and 
her portraits of Black women; and a faculty show, 
diverse and intense in provocative statements 
(including  tongue-in-ccheek—I hope—'Make 
America Uber Again” and “1116 Donald Is Always 
Right). 

That evening, at the snazzy Performing Arts 
Center, I caught a show after dinner just steps 
away at Rye, whose series of small rooms heralds 
a melange of modern fare, such as my choices: 
a trio of petite crab cakes marshalled with apple, 
fennel and celery root in mustard cream and 
apple cider gastrigue, then a roasted-beet risotto 
fashionably attired with crispy kale, pine nuts, 
citrus and feta crumbs. Wisconsin's iconic cock- 
tail—an Old Fashioned—hit the spot. 

The previous evening, at the clubby, wood- 
paneled Vince Lombardi's Steakhouse within 
the Hilton, I ogled memorabilia of the venerated 
Packers' coach—everything from photos galore 


to his first Social Security card—as I devoured 
the Lombardi Caesar salad, followed by the only 
girl-sized steak on the menu, a tasty Hangar 
served with fries, chimichurri and truffle aioli. 

Main (College) Street is lush with breakfast 
options, whether it's the white, bright Bakehouse 
or comfy Copper Rock Coffee, whose antique 
brick walls and high tin ceiling shelter a vivid 
cross-section of Appleton, from young moms with 
tots in tow to hipsters at work on computers to 
retirees caffeinating their day. A Sunday morning 
option is brunch at SAP in the (contiguous) town 
of Grand Chute, where, over a smoked salmon 
Benedict at the counter, I met, by lucky accident, 
Doug Johnson, a gay guy (who recently ran for 
mayor....and lost); he recommended Rascal's Bar 
as the primo place to meet the boys. 

Lunch at Hop Yard Ale Works offered another 
op to mingle with off-duty locals in their lumber- 
jacks settling in (as I did) for a flight of beer (20 
on tap, from a coconut porter and lavender coffee 
stout to a more mainstream IPA and Irish Red). 
Pizza, too. 

Fat and happy, I headed to Hearthstone, a 
historic Queen Anne mansion-turned-museum, 
providing a rivetingly vivid tour led by its direc- 
tor, George Schroeder. "It was the 'home of the 
future' when it was built by the It Couple of the 
day—the Obamas of their time: Appleton's mov- 
ers and shakers," he discloses. "It was the first 
home. In. The. World. to be lit by hydroelectricity. 
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'The day the lights first went on, 300 townspeo- 
ple stood on the lawn to watch." From intricate 
hand-carved wood details to specially-ordered 
tiles for fireplace surrounds to a bathroom 
with a flushing toilet and running water (more 
firsts in town), the papermill owner lived the 
life of the future. 

Back on the main drag, shops like Mud & 
Prints, with its Pride flag displayed, sells pot- 
tery and more by regional artists. Blue Moon 
flaunts — Wisconsin-motif-everything, from 
sweet to sassy: sgueezy stress cows to tea tow- 
el maps of Wisconsin supper clubs, knit dish- 
cloths to tartan headbands. Wet your whistle 
at ultra-welcoming McGinnis Irish Bar for a bit 
of craic, then continue to The Book Store (and 
the reason my suitcase was decidedly heavier 
on my return flight). 

Neenah, a 20-minute drive to another of 
the Fox Cities (pop. 28,000), showcases the 
vintage downtown's photo-ready storefronts, 
harboring Lyons Books (I'm guilty of a few 
more purchases); Revival, tempting us with 
belts and sweaters; Red Door Mercantile, with 
gifts both straight and sassy, ranging from 
Smoky the Bear T shirts to pink grapefruit 
Margarita mix; from a book on Man Skills to 
board-playing The Epic Beard Game. Pop into 
(gay-owned) Sante Wine Bar before heading 
to Neenah's Bergstrom-Mahler Museum aside 
ice-wreathed Lake Winnebago. (Selfguide 
maps detail a home tour of The Other Half's 
mansions of Neenah.) 

Within the museum, a gracious home of 
the 1920s has been converted into a temple 
of sparkling glass, highlighting Germanic 
glass from 1500 to 1800; a couple of precious 
Chihuly pieces saluting modern times; and, 
foremost, the former homeowner's collection 
of glass paperweights—4,300 of them, making 
this the largest cache in the world. Then rev 
your energy with a delectable bite at Zuppa's, 
offering chef-driven creations like my superior 
Cobb salad and way-too-delicious desserts. 

Back in Appleton, follow the Fox Trot Trail 
for two-plus miles’ worth of landmarks (it's 
marked with blue footprints on the sidewalk) 
and/or hook up to Fox Cities Beer Experi- 
ence—four brewery visits in five hours, $49. 
Make plans to return for the city's annual Mile 
of Music Festival in August, featuring all-indie 
bands (no covers) performing for free upon a 
mile-long downtown stretch of 40-plus venues, 
from bars and parking lots to street corners 
and even city buses. 

But why wait? To plan your own visit, check 
out www.foxcities.org. Ё 
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OUR SCENE | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


You Can Take 
the Girl Out to 
the Regiment, 


But... 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


A chill February evening at the Ordway offered a 
bright and lively production by the Minnesota Opera 
of Gaetano Donizetti's 1840 The Daughter of the Regi- 
ment. Opening on a background of lofty Tyrol moun- 
tains, a woman thrusts a basket-bound infant inside 
a cabin and departs. The infant, Marie (Vanessa 
Becerra), is next seen on these same slopes, an exu- 
berant young adult, found and raised by the entire 
21st Regiment, who's become their vivandiére-and 
daughter-under the special tutelage of Sgt. Sulpice 
(Andrew Wilkowske). 

A cheerful tomboy, Marie is in love with a young 
Tyrolean peasant who's been captured by her regi- 
ment. Upon learning Tonio (David Portillo) has 
saved her life, the soldiers spare his, unanimously 
agreeing he may marry her-if he joins the (French) 
army. 

In the midst of this sun-dappled bliss, Marie's 
mother (the lady who abandoned that basket), feign- 
ing aunthood, not her maternal title, La Marquise de 
Birkenfeld, arrives to claim her “daughter.” Whisked 
away to the Birkenfeld chateau, Marie is set to a 
grueling regimen of domestication; song, dance-the 
works. Marie's soul-weariness and awkward ballet 
contortions belie the innate strength and grace of 
her former regimental life. She suffers, yet refuses 
an arranged marriage. 

Resisting an aunt is one thing, but learning the 
Marquise is her real mother, Marie capitulates, 
agreeing to marry the odious nephew of La Duch- 
ess de Krakenthorp (Monét X Change). The Duke's 
a human Slinky, filleted at birth (the fluid Brandon 
Siek, also Marie's slithey dance instructor). These 
talented erformers broaden basic operatic skills to 
embody their characters' virtues and vices. 

Not to worry. Sgt. Sulpice and Tonio arrive to 
subvert the lessons, and the entire Regiment march- 
es to the rescue. A few arias, a hilarious clinch be- 
tween Sulpice and La Marquise, the slithering off of 
the Duke, restoring sun-dappled bliss is. 

Ryan Taylor, President and General Director of 
the MN Opera, noted later, “The Daughter of the Regi- 
ment is a perfect show for first-time opera-goers. It's 
lighthearted, has sparkling and lustrous melodies, 
and is actually quite funny." Daughter is unique in its 
heroine, Marie, Taylor added. “Unlike many pieces 
ofthe inherited repertoire, where a central character 
is beholden to societal or patriarchal pressures and 
customs, our female lead finds a way to stand up for 
herself and her trajectory and shape her own story." 

La Duchess de Krakenthorp, is a non-singing 
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role previously used to showcase personalities, in- 
cluding actress-comedian Bea Arthur and Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Of MN Opera's 
choice of Monét X Change, Taylor explained, "You're 
looking for someone with excellent comedic timing 
and someone who has a strong connection or un- 
derstanding of opera. A lot of people know Monét X 
Change for her work on RuPaul's Drag Race (double 
crown winner) but they don't necessarily know about 
her operatic training and the influence that training 
had on her skills and ambitions as an artist. We're de- 
lighted to showcase all of her talents, including her 
singing, in this production." 
Monét X Change spoke later with Lavender: 


Q&A with Lavender and Monét X Change, 
production's statuesque Duchess 

How does it feel to follow RBG's Duchess? 
Who wore the better gown? 

You know, I once thought that I was going to run 
for public office, I was going to set my sights on the 
Supreme Court but I think I'm better than that, so 
I did not... but I think it's right that RBG and I did 
the same role, I mean, queen recognize queen, game 
recognize game! And I have to confess, she had a 
better gown, I mean come on, RBG did that. 

Is the part as enjoyable as it looks? 

It is super enjoyable, I mean it's the top of the 
second act and it's so campy, it's so over the top, 
and being able to play with Maggie [Margaret Gaw- 
rysiak, La Marquise de Birkenfeld], such a funny 
actress and clearly ... a brilliant singer. I love doing 
the scene with her, and Jeremiah [Sanders] who 
plays Hortensius, he's great, too. All the Duchess' 
parts are with really great singers and actors and it's 
fierce. Honestly, let's take it on tour! 

A few words about playing La Duchess in 
drag? 

This is the first production I know of her being in 
drag. Obviously, drag is our bread and butter, so to 
come out there and to have that instantly recogniz- 
able face of, you know, Monét X Change, Miss Con- 
geniality, winner of АП Stars, and to do the little gag 
at the end and just to be in full drag-it's a full-circle 
moment for me. Minnesota Opera thank you! 

And a few words on drag in general? So 
many folks enjoy drag today, yet there are 
those... 

Drag, in my opinion, is one of the highest forms 
of art that one can take on. In many other disciplines 
you just have to worry about one specific thing, 


where in drag you have to channel several things 
to be successful. Especially where I grew up in New 
York City doing drag, you are the director, the writer, 
the producer, the host, the comedian, the dancer, the 
singer; you are wearing all of those hats for the one 
show that you are producing. 

So, that was me, I was all those things seven 
shows a week in New York City, so it really helped 
me build and cultivate lots of different aspects of my 
creativity and my artistry, and I think it's why, hon- 
estly, I can step in to so many different worlds, right? 
You know I've done TV and film stuff, I'm singing 
opera here, I'm working on an R&B album, I'm doing 
stand-up and I'm headlining major festivals around 
the country because of that discipline in my art that 
drag afforded me, the time to cultivate and create, 
and that's why I think it is one ofthe highest forms of 
art and people can't recognize it. People see drag and 
they automatically want to denigrate it to something 
that it's not. I have no time for that. 

And, on another note, a lot of this quote-unquote 
anti-drag legislation is really just anti- trans legisla- 
tion that we are masking with drag. They're very spe- 
cific and they're very particular with the language 
that they're using to ostracize trans persons, and this 
is a fight that I am willing to have until the day I die, 
because trans folks deserve the same equality, the 
same civil rights as every living, breathing person on 
this planet, period. 

What would you say to Lavender readers? 

Iwant all of the Lavender readers, even if it's not 
The Daughter of the Regiment, if you have any chance 
to see any opera in any city that you're in, run and 
do it. I think that for a lot of us, including me when I 
was a young, spry chicken, you think that opera isn't 
for you, or it's too high-brow for you. That's not true. 
The Daughter of the Regiment, honestly, is a perfect 
introduction into opera, it's fun, it's over the top, it's 
campy, and a lot of opera is like that. 

Now, of course there are serious ones, but I think 
people are [made to think] that opera isn't for them, 
when it really is. Opera is for everybody to enjoy, 
not just rich, fancy people in their ballgowns and 
tuxedos. Baby, when I go to the opera, I go in some 
Uniglo stretch pants and a T shirt, you know what I 
mean? Don't feel like you can't enjoy opera because 
you don't have a certain outfit or the certain thing 
that you think is welcome at the opera. Do what you 
do, go enjoy opera, go out, live, love, laugh! Pose, 
darling! H 


UDUJJON ура Аа 010Ud 


= PT o _ 
10-6 Tue-Sat 

11-6 Sun 
Closed Моп 


> 


GUTHRIE 
THEATER 


60 YEARS 


The Guthrie Theater presents 
an Alley Theatre production of 


Born 
With 
Teeth 


by LIZ DUFFY ADAMS 
directed by ROB MELROSE 


Now - April 2 
612.377.2224 
guthrietheater.org 


MENTION 
“LAVENDER” 
FOR A FREE 


GIFT WITH 
BOOKING! PHOTOGRAPHY 


CALL: 612.300.9224 EMAIL: HELLO@HEIDISAKALLAH.COM 
NEWBORN • FRESH 48 ㆍ MATERNITY * BABY & CHILD 
FAMILY * IN-STUDIO AND OUTDOOR AVAILABLE 


Electric 
Fetus 


"Born With Teeth 
has a wicked bite" 


- Houston Chronicle 


“Quick-witted 
punk sensibility... 
22 dangerous and 
NN sexy as hell” 


- Houston Press 


WW E 
DYLAN GODWIN AND MATTHEW AMENDT (LYNN LANE) 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 13 


Photo courtesy of Eric Hagemann 


OUR 


Our Couples 


BY LAVENDER 


| SPRING LOVE & MARRIAGE 


ERIC AND DANA HAGEMANN 

How did you both meet? 

We met in 2007 through Eric's cousin who was also Dana's high school friend. 
Acquaintances for several years, we were always aware of what was happening in each 
other's lives but never really dug deeper. As these things sometimes go, we listened to 
our hearts (and the universe) and reconnected years later. There was an instant attrac- 
tion and we soon started dating. 

Now the story of our first date? That's a hotly contested debate in our household. 
Dana believes the night we met for drinks and appetizers was a date. Eric, on the other 
hand, doesn't see it that way—especially since Dana kept tabs on the Twins game play- 
ing over Eric's shoulder the entire time. We still don't know who's right, but we do 
agree that something special happened that night, and soon we were going on real 
dates: dinners, movies, getting caught in the rain at an outdoor concert (seriously!) — 
all the typical stuff. 

Dating led to moving in together and eventually getting engaged. We were married 
on a picture-perfect day in 2017, surrounded by our closest family and friends. 

Talk about the highlights of your life journey together. 

We feel lucky to have each other to lean on during life's ups and downs—and per- 
haps nothing has encapsulated that more than our road to fatherhood. 

Becoming dads was a dream of ours for as long as we can both remember. Our 
adoption journey was long and winding, full of highs and lows and tears and even a little 
bit of heartache. After two potential adoptive matches that didn't work out, followed by 
nearly a year of silence, our lives changed overnight. This January, we were elevated 
to dad status—times two! It's a story we still can't quite believe ourselves, but here we 
are: proud fathers of Lila and Levi, our healthy, beautiful twin babies. 

Adoption changed our lives forever. And while sleep has been hard to come by 
lately, we feel extremely blessed to be on this journey together. Kindness, inclusion, 
empathy, joy and love are the values that guide us every day—and those that will shape 
how we raise our children. It's going to be a fun ride, and we're documenting our jour- 
ney as dads over on Instagram (mn, dads). Follow along if you'd like! 


Talk about your present and future as a couple. 

We are so excited to settle into our new roles as Lila and Levi's dads. Our goal for 
the rest of this year is to live with purpose and soak up every moment with our kids. We 
can't get this time back, so we want to make the most of it! 

Aside from rocking parenthood together, we also know the importance of prioritiz- 
ing our marriage. We've been a couple for a long time—and have been friends even 
longer—and we value time spent together. Whether it's a downtown Minneapolis stay- 
cation, grabbing beers and cheering on the Wild, or cozying up with pizza and reality 
ТУ at home, we want to be intentional about growing our relationship as husbands and 
best friends. 

Doing life with your soulmate is pretty special. But sharing this journey with your 
best friend? That takes it to a whole new level. We feel very blessed to have found each 
other and cannot wait for all that's in store for us as husbands and dads. 


JILL AND DEB PAVLAK 

How did you both meet? 

We met online through match.com 16 years ago. Our first date was at a craft beer 
bar. Foreshadowing at its finest wouldn't you say? 

Talk about the highlights of your life journey together: 

HIGHS: We learned early on in our relationship that we shared an entrepreneurial 
spirit. We had fun dreaming about opening a business together. We spent 6 years learn- 
ing about and working in the beer industry which included moving to Davis, California 
in 2011 so Deb could get her Masters in Brewing at UC Davis. 
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We were married in 2013 in our home - it was a memorable party thanks to lots of 
love from family and friends. 

We opened Urban Growler in 2014! AGAIN, with a lot of help and support from 
family, friends, and complete strangers (that are now dear friends.) 

In 2017, we adopted a little rescue pup- Frankie- a chiweenie! We love her to pieces! 

LOWS: COVID days took a huge toll on our business and our emotional well-being. 
We lost my mom and both of Deb's parents in the last 2 years. I don't want to spend a 
lot of time rehashing these days, but I will say, trying to run a hospitality business, at 
the same time grieving the loss of dear loved ones that were our #1 fans and sources of 
respite has been very difficult. There's a theme here, family, friends, and community 
helped us through some very dark days. (We know everyone suffered tremendous 
losses during this global pandemic so we hesitate to mention our struggles.) 

Why do I think we work well together as a couple? 

We don't! LOL! And that's ok. Sometimes we argue, but I think that's healthy. АП 
relationships require the ability to compromise and apologize. I'm glad Deb is so good 
at it! 

We are very different from each other. Deb is the oldest in her family and is very 
practical and independent. She is an engineer and project manager. She's not easily 
rattled. She lives in the here and now. I'm the youngest of five, a people person, a col- 
laborator; I'm always looking ahead and wanting more... for us, our business, and our 
community. 

Talk about your present and future as a couple? 

Presently, we are working a lot, but actively building a strong leadership team of 
people that value inclusion and Get S*** Done! Urban Growler is our baby, and you 
don't leave your baby with just anyone. Thankfully, we have a team of warm welcoming 
folx we trust completely. 

Our future as a couple is to keep growing Urban Growler. We want to be one of 
the top 10 breweries in the state- not necessarily by volume, but by reputation. We are 
optimistic about our future and grateful for our family, friends, and community. COVID 
times really drove home the importance and power of community. 


CHAZZ AND SHANE RADDATZ 

How did you both meet? 

In October 2019 we happened to meet only by chance via Facebook Dating. Chazz 
was out of state with family. Shane who had never logged into a dating app on a whim 
created a profile. Shane liked Chazz's profile first. Chazz saw it almost right away and 
taken back by his handlebar mustache. We talked often either by text or phone for a 
month. It was like we always knew each other; it was easy. In an instance we both knew 
we had made a powerful connection. It was love at first, um type. We knew even before 
we met, we had met our forever partner. Our first date was November 1st and we really 
have not been apart from each other since. 

Talk about the highlights of your life journey together. 

We are usually out exploring, always matching everything we wear down to the 
underwear, and often something Chazz created. We shine now in this world and people 
notice our happiness. We get stopped often by many people who love our outfits. On 
our free time we are renovating our 100-year-old home in St. Paul ourselves one room 
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at a time. We love any holiday and decorate our home especially Halloween and Christ- 
mas. We had 15 Christmas trees one year and will grow even bigger in 2023. In the 
summer we enjoy our three tier waterfall pond and multiple gardens. Through the 
year we attend many craft shows selling Shane's custom stained glass, teaching art 
classes at Smith and Trade Mercantile in Stillwater. Chazz is always creating something 
with the sewing machine, rhinestones and chainmail. Shane asked Chazz to marry him 
December 20th, 2019, in Duluth at Bentleyville. We were married January 12, 2023. It 
was just us. We wanted to share this experience with each other and focus only on each 
other. We got married on the bridge in front of Hogwarts Castle at Universal Islands of 
Adventure, Orlando. It was perfect, beautiful and magical. Now, we are more than best 
friends, lovers, we are husbands! 

Talk about your present and future as a couple. 

For the first time in our lives, we went from surviving to thriving. Life is not easy, 
but it's easier just going through it together. As we are both Pisces and it is amazing as 
we often know what the other is thinking without words, we have an unspoken connec- 
tion. We bring balance to one another. Disagreements, we find we are often saying the 
same thing and on the same side just using different words. In the future we look for- 
ward to traveling together with dreams of future Disney trips and a European vacation. 
We are excited to open our home to new friends. It is our goal to inspire others. We can 
learn from each other and create change in ourselves and eventually the world. We look 
forward to continuing working with the NOH8 campaign whose mission is to promote 
marriage, gender and human equality through education, advocacy, social media, and 
visual protest. It is important to for us in our own lives to bring awareness and promote 
diversity and inclusion. I was asked, “what happens now that this adventure is over." 
This adventure is far from over, we have only finished a chapter. Turn the page and 
there will be something else exciting. We share our adventure as 2Dudes1Dream on 
Instagram and Facebook. You can follow us on our socials and even watch our wedding 
video https://linktr.ee/2dudesldream. 


MARILOU AND JANINE 

How did you both meet? 

We met back in college of 2008. We were both taking the same course in the Philip- 
pines and were in the same circle of friends. Eventually, we became the best of friends. 
Until it became more than that. But we didn't really know how to navigate the world if 
we were to become a couple so we started dating other guys. You know as best friends, 
we didn't want to risk having to break up and then become strangers. Until we just 
couldn't help seeing and keep on missing each other. So after 10 years of reassessing, 
in 2018, we decided to finally become official. 

Talk about the highlights of your life journey together. 

In 2019, I (Marilou) was presented the opportunity to work and live in Minnesota. 
That meant having to leave Janine and my family behind. But with the thought of hav- 
ing a chance to start our own family in a place where same sex couples can get married, 
I decided to take the opportunity. So before flying to the US, I planned a weekend get- 
away as a going away party. Never did Janine know that there was actually a marriage 
proposal that I planned together with our closest friends to surprise Janine. It was a 
very romantic and memorable proposal. And so after the proposal, we embarked on 
this long distance relationship that was not only challenged by distance and time zones, 
but also by the pandemic. Luckily, after months of the crazy lockdowns (which seemed 
like forever, btw), Janine followed me in Minnesota and we got to plan our micro wed- 
ding arranged by The Little Wedding Co. It was a very intimate and lovely wedding that 
we will forever cherish. Just last year, we came home to the Philippines to celebrate the 
holidays with our families as a married couple. We also used this chance to have an- 
other wedding celebration that our families and friends got to witness. It was supposed 
to be our dream boho beach wedding but we were blessed with rainfall and partied 
indoors instead. It was fun and many core memories were created. 

Talk about your present and future as a couple. 

Right now, we are at a stage of enjoying traveling with our fur baby Milo. Currently 
saving for our home and exploring places we want to settle in. Eventually, we want to 
live somewhere near the beach, have babies, and another dog. 


DANIEL AND ALICIA 

How did you both meet? 

Alicia & I met on the TikTok app. Alicia was scrolling through the app and saw 
me and duetted my video. When I received this duet I duetted her back, and then we 
started duetting each other's videos a lot. I then messaged her, and we started chatting 
alittle bit and starting facetiming on snapchat every day, and that led to talking on the 
phone from the time we woke up to the time we went to bed. We were best friends. We 
would even call each other in the middle of the night if we couldn't sleep. Alicia had no 
idea I was transgender when she duetted me, but when she got to know me more, we 
talked about a lot more. The best thing about this is she would look up videos and fol- 
low other creators on TikTok just to learn about what it's like to be trans. At this point, 
she and another friend were planning to come to New York to meet me in person. When 
Alicia got to New York and got out of the car I instantly fell in love. She was beautiful 
and she had this sparkle in her eye and I just couldn't keep my eyes off of her. We hung 
out for about 4 days, and we could not get enough of each other. The day Alicia left New 
York I was heartbroken; we both were. All we wanted was each other. Once Alicia got 
back to Minnesota, we talked about me coming to visit her, I was terrified because I 
had never been on a plane before and I was going to be doing it alone with no friend 
was coming with me. Alicia and I got a $80 plane ticket and I got myself on that plane 
and got to Minnesota. I was only supposed to be here for 5 days, doing an interview 
and finding jobs. But then I knew I couldn't go back to New York and be without her. I 
asked her around early December if she would take a trip to New York with me in her 
car. She was 100% on board with anything I wanted to do. We got in that car and trav- 
eled to New York and back to Minnesota in a weekend. We barely slept and barely ate; 
we packed my entire life in her car and I moved here. Started my life completely over. 
Iknew then that no matter what we would make it. I mean we dealt with each other for 
48 hours in a car with no sleep! 

Talk about the highlights of your life journey together 

Ihave never traveled until meeting Alicia, she started taking me all over the place, 
We went to South Dakota, Iowa, Missouri, and Montana. She loves to travel as do 1, I 
just never really had the courage to do so. But with her I feel like I can do anything, We 
have date nights out at least once a week just to make sure we keep this candle burn- 
ing. We went to a drag show one night and she had never been to one, but we walked 
through that door and sat down to watch the show and never got up for hours. She 
loved every minute of it, She was amazed by it! She wanted to continue going when they 
had the shows. She was never introduced to my world until now and she loved it. Our 
biggest highlight is right after we got back from our honeymoon, we wanted to try for 
a baby, and with being trans this is something that is really hard. I knew I couldn't give 
her a baby, I felt like I was going to let her down, but we found a clinic that could help 
us and now we are expecting a beautiful baby girl. 


Talk about your present and future as a couple 

For our future plans, we plan on buying a new house that has a beautiful big back- 
yard for our 3 children and 3 dogs. Alicia owns a boutique called Tangled Up In teal, she 
wants her business to grow and expand. I will continue to run my board & train facility 
and just make sure my family is well taken care of. 

Tm always proud to say how Alicia loved me through my entire transition, when I 
met her, I just came out as being trans and she loved me for me no matter what, she 
didn't care that I used to be a woman. She was my best friend and loved me. Transition- 
ing is not easy. My body and mind changes every day, and the fact that she can stand by 
me through the ups and the downs of this transition has been amazing. 

We reached out to so many different people about marrying us, we didn't care 
about getting married in a church, we just wanted a wedding that would fit us. We 
reached out to many different people, they would talk to me about everything and then 
as soon as 1 mentioned I was transgender, they wouldn't want to talk to me anymore. 
We had this one person we were talking with and thought about going with them but 
then they started asking me way too many personal questions and it just got weird, and 
they started acting weird with me, so I just stopped. It was a breath of fresh air when 
we met The Little Wedding Co., we felt welcomed and not judged at all. They gave us 
the best wedding and it was a night we will never forget. H 
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Alight in the Dark 


The Story Of Love Beyond All Barriers 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


As many Americans are aware, a terrible 
war continues to trudge on in Ukraine, after 
Russia invaded the country on February 24th, 
2022. Ukrainians have proven to be iron-tough 
and extremely resilient, and are continuing to 
fight to liberate their country from Russian op- 
pression. Many brave Ukrainians have been 
displaced because of the war, and are seeking 
refuge. 


In the United States, the organization Alight, which works to help people 
in all types of international crises, has worked to meet the needs of all refu- 
gees, and set them up for success in their new homes. Karla Hult, a reporter 
for KARE 11, is currently also helping support Alight with media outreach 
related to the sponsorship of Ukrainian refugees by Minnesotans. Hult says 
"Since those earliest days of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Minnesota- 
based Alight has been on the ground in the region responding to the larg- 
est humanitarian crisis in Europe since World War II: providing medicine, 
hundreds of tons of food, blankets and warm clothes, and 73,416 safe, secure 
nights of temporary shelter." 

She goes on to add that “Alight searches for and then supports amazing 
sponsor groups right here in Minnesota—people willing to step up to wel- 
come Ukrainian families to the U.S.... The work of a sponsor is both beauti- 
ful and important: from greeting newcomers at the airport, to helping them 
find housing and jobs, to helping them register children for school, to en- 
suring the families can navigate public transportation and grocery stores." 

On November 19th, 2022, after a "long period of online communication" 
according to Hult, Borysko Filas and Andriy Denis (whose names have 
been changed for their safety and comfort), arrived in the United States, 
welcomed by their Minnesotan sponsor, who wishes to remain completely 
anonymous. Filas and Denis have a beautiful love story, and although it is 
tested by the oppression they face—both from the war and for being a gay 
couple—there are so many loving things they had to say about each other. 

Filas and Denis' relationship began through a dating app. Denis says, 
“My relationship with Borysko started quite unexpectedly, once I read a 
message in a gay dating app, replied (even though I rarely answered any- 
one) and we started talking." Filas adds, *We talked about everything; I 
couldn't believe that I was talking to a person who knew my true desires and 
feelings. It was a very pleasant and unusual feeling. After one week of com- 
munication, we agreed to meet in a café. When I was going to this meeting, 
Ihad a feeling that it was a dream and it was not possible, but it was reality." 

Before this, Filas says he had been living his life *outwardly heterosex- 
ual 100%.” From there, their relationship blossomed into an extremely deep 
connection: “quite often it even happened that Borysko drove me to work 
and then picked me up, because we wanted to spend more time together, 
then after six months we started living together" (Denis). Both men had in- 
credible things to say about their partner. Filas says about Denis, "The thing 
Ilove most about him is his kindness to everyone... Whenever a mosquito 
or a fly flies into our apartment, he tries to catch it and let it out... He always 
supports me, even when he knows I'm wrong,” and he adds with a smile, 


X 


“and he is also very handsome." Denis comments on his partner's “persever- 
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ance and organization" and says, "In general, we are just comfortable being 
together and it is impossible to describe in words why." 

Although anyone could tell from their responses that Denis and Filas are 
a beautiful match, they are not out to many of their friends or family. Filas 
explains, ^I have no desire to tell my family or friends about it yet, as I am 
10096 sure that they are not ready to accept it. Unfortunately, in Ukraine, non- 
traditional orientation is considered something abnormal, and many people 
will judge you and not communicate with you at all." Denis adds on to this, 
“in Ukraine, I was a closed gay man and told few people about my personal 
life. Of course, many of my close people know, mostly my relatives of my 
generation (my sisters and brothers) and my close friends. I didn't tell my 
older relatives because I'm afraid they won't be able to accept it." 

The attitude towards LGBTQ people in the Ukraine is very negative. 
Even though homosexuality itself is not explicitly illegal, same-sex marriage 
is illegal, conversion therapy is not banned, and same-sex couples cannot 
legally adopt a child. However, Denis notes that, “ш Ukraine, there are quite 
a few queer people, especially communities. There were even pride parades 
in Kyiv a few years before the war, but tolerance and attitudes of society 
should be better, and I hope that it will be in time." 

Filas and Denis realized they needed to flee Ukraine because of the war, 
even though the decision was extremely difficult, especially for Denis, who 
says, "Borysko persuaded me to leave Ukraine. At first it was very difficult 
for me to decide; I didn't want to leave my beloved Kyiv, I didn't want to give 
up my favorite business, which I spent a lot of effort on developing." 

Things continued to get worse, however, and Denis explained, "In the 
fall, the situation in Kyiv began to deteriorate due to frequent Russian mis- 
sile attacks, because they have a single goal—the destruction of Ukraini- 
ans" and after coming to the devastating realization that," lamented Denis, 
“maybe tomorrow a missile will hit your house and you will die", the couple 
began looking for sponsorship to come to the United States. 

Because of the tremendous number of displaced families looking for ref- 
uge, many services for refugees were completely full, and registration was 
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closed. This did not stop Filas, however, who 
used every outlet he could think of, and never 
got discouraged, even after sending “тоге than 
200 messages" seeking help. Just when every- 
thing might have started to seem hopeless, Fi- 
las says, "A few weeks later, without expecting 
it, I received an email from the administrator 
of the welcome.us website, who told me that 
he had been approached by the LGBTQ com- 
munity in San Francisco with a request to help 
us find a sponsor. And then this administrator 
put us in touch with our sponsor." 

After arriving in the United States in No- 
vember, Filas and Denis began settling into 
their new lives in Minnesota. They both noted 
that things in the United States were very 
different from the lives they were used to in 
Ukraine—positive and negative things—and 
things that were, as Denis explains it's, "just 
different and I can't even understand what the 
difference is." Both men recognized the beauty 
of Minnesota and the open-hearted kindness of 
Minnesotans. 

Denis says, "Sometimes Minneapolis re- 
minds me of Kyiv. I really like the people of 
Minnesota, the first people I met in Minnesota 
were our sponsors and they turned out to be 
very kind, sincere, open and good people" and 
he adds, "I really want to see Minnesota in 
the summer, it seems to me that the nature is 
very beautiful here, you know, when you look 
at this beauty and you get goosebumps." Filas 
agrees, stating one of the nicest things about 
coming here: “Minnesotans, the kindness and 
sincerity of people is amazing. It happens that 
people you don't know help you as if you were 
their child or their relative. They don't need 
any reward, they just help you, and it's really 
impressive." 

Filas and Denis' incredible story of love 
and bravery should serve as a testament to 
the resilience of the human spirit, and the 
work of Alight should show us that there is so 
much goodness left in a world, even when it 
can sometimes feel overwhelmingly bad. De- 
nis says, "Alight is an incredible organization; 
their work and help is invaluable. Sometimes 
I didn't believe it was possible, that someone 
could rent us a place to live, and it wouldn't cost 
us anything, that someone could help you do 
something for free... it's amazing... and Alight 
does it... it is very important for Ukrainians 
who go to the United States, and I am very 
grateful for the help with housing." 

Denis leaves the interview with wisdom 
we can all appreciate: "Perhaps my advice will 
apply to all couples, not just queer ones. Love 
each other, enjoy each other, trust each other." 

If you would like to help out families like Fi- 
las and Denis, Hult wants you to know: “Alight 
welcomes everyone interested in partnering 
with us at this important moment: whether 
that's making a donation or welcoming a Ukrai- 
nian family." It is not hopeless; you can help. 

For more information on how you can help, 
log on to WeAreAlight.org. li 
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Ше Lavish Lab 
Experience 


BY ANALISE PRUNI 


According to its creators, Lavish Lab may 
be a “new baby” in décor, design and event 
planning, but really it is the fruition of more 
than 20 years' experience. The studio is lo- 
cated in Northeast Minneapolis and run 
by Scott Beck and Marshall Kudi Ngwa, 
who you might also know as the winner of 
Ru Paul's Drag Show season one, superstar 
BeBe Zahara Benet. 


Kudi Ngwa, considers Minne- 
apolis his second home. When he 
returned here after performing 
and working New York, he no- 
ticed there was something miss- 
ing in terms of "extravagancy" 
in event planning. That's where 
Lavish comes in. "What do they 
get to touch, what do they get 
to feel, what's the fantasy?" says 
Kudi Ngwa, as he delves into the 
details of curating someone's 
dream event. “Моге is more,” he 
adds with emphasis. "Making you 
feel like you're transported into a 
different kind of world, whatever 
that is, and really bringing your 
imagination to life as close as we 
can get that to be." 

Beck and Kudi Ngwa,'s worlds 
collided in the early 2000s when 
an emerging Minneapolis drag 
circuit queen BeBefound out that Beck was a professional ballroom 
dancer and enlisted him to help choreograph part of a performance. 
'They ve been best friends and frankly, like family, ever since. Their 
careers have taken them all over the United States and around the 
world; more than 20 years later they're ready to be reintroduced to 
Minneapolis in a big way. 

They had planned to launch the brick-and-mortar space of Lavish 
Lab in 2019 before COVID-19 effectively deflated all ideas of extrava- 
gant gatherings. However, they considered the time in-between one 
for creativity and growth. They built and curated their ideal space in 
the meantime. It would be impossible to easily summarize the scope 
of their combined experience but Kudi Ngwa's background in fashion 
and design, meld with Scott's theater, dance and design skills to craft 
a beautifully lavish partnership. 
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Kudi Ngwa says that curating an amaz- EA srtemmosront PRIME 


ing event begins with making clients feel 
comfortable. “Let’s have a glass of wine and 
let’s just talk. I think if you really want to help 
someone, you really want to know them, 
then what are the things that they love?” As I 
begin to melt into a furry, snow-white couch 
with Kudi Ngwa and Scott sitting adjacent 
on either side of me, my “interview” has de- 
volved into a casual chat, my notebook ques- 
tions ignored. Although there’s no wine and 
I’m not a client, this must be exactly the way 
they put people at ease. 

Beck adds that there are job titles at Lav- 
ish, but depending on the project, either of 
them can take the reins. “Sometimes, Mar- 
shall will be what we'll call the ‘head’ person 
and have the overall vision and everyone 
else rallies around that person to create that 
fantasy,” he says. Or, if Beck has an idea ev- 
eryone may rally around him in the same 
way. That can involve anything from vision 
boards, meetings and phone calls, or using 
their studio to showcase their painstakingly 
crafted themes and décor. In various rooms 
around the space there are bouquets of flow- 
ers showcasing dozens of spectrums of color: 
a lounge space lit in lilac low lights and royal 
purple pillows arranged on a purple couch 
behind a fluffy, cotton-candy pink throw rug. - 

After they chat with clients, they begin $ i - S H A N Е SQ M Е 
to craft a very individualized experience. р 


*You learn things that they maybe never | i LUC K 
would've shared before like ‘you like mer- | Р С 


maids and like the color turquoise because 3 ) A W | Т Н Т Н Е 


of that," Beck says. Uncovering someone's 
unique individualities is one of their favorite а i ; 

parts of the job. ^We want you to feel like you O N E YO U 
have an event that you designed; it's like you Y Я 
walk into a room and say ‘this is more than I 
could've ever imagined." 

Kudi Ngwa insists that no one must leave 
Minnesota to bring their dream event to life. 
“I think that's what we're trying to do with 
Lavish is take all of our experiences of being 
well traveled, to bring those here and say we 
can fill that void." While Kudi Ngwa is still 
currently performing as BeBe (he has been 
very, very busy), recently he has been more 
engrossed in creating the Lavish Lab experi- 
ence. 

“Marshall will tell you that BeBe is a part 
of who he is, it's not necessarily two separate 
people,” Beck says. "When we're doing Lav- 
ish stuff you're getting a bit of BeBe, when 
he's performing, you're getting a little bit of 
Lavish. For him creativity is creativity and it 
lives inside of him." Their friendship is part 
of what makes Lavish Lab magical and their 
designs so compelling. designing your dream rings! 

One project they were particularly proud SF 651.321.9267 
of was designing a holiday window display www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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for a BIPOC pop up shop in downtown Min- 
neapolis. They absolutely loved the experi- 
ence, but wish that there were more oppor- 
tunities to do so. “For me personally, there 
are not a lot of People of Color in this space 
in Minneapolis and I think that just being 
able to bring a little bit of that diversity here 
in the city and creating a different kind of 
energy is very important,” Kudi Ngwa says. 
“How can I contribute my gift into the space 
that I'm living in?” 

Beck, touches on the “biracial-ness” of 
their company. *Marshall being from Cam- 
eroon and being able to represent other cul- 
tures, it affords us and Marshall to go into a 
[different] space." He adds that BIPOC cre- 
atives are not taking up nearly enough space 
in these artistic domains. “бо for him to be 
a voice for those people and those cultures 
brings a whole new perspective to this game. 
'That is also something that this company 
represents." 


Beck and Kudi Ngwa have begun to 
carve out their own space here where ev- 
eryone's ideas are welcome, and dreams can 
become realities. “I always say Iam who Гат 
because of the village behind me and having 
someone like Scott, and Diego (their mar- 
keting manager who works from Arizona), is 
something that I don't take lightly," Marshall 
adds. ^We love Minnesota and we love the 
fact that we can bring that kind of energy. 
I would just encourage our leaders and our 
people to take chances: to be able to not only 
live out loud but be able to dream." H 
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A (Re)introduction 


Greetings. Hello. 

Тре hardest part in starting this column has 
been how to address you, the reader. Often, I’m on 
stage emceeing and the greetings just seem to flow 
naturally. However, I've been kindly offered the op- 
portunity to lend a new voice to this column and fill 
some big shoes in both the leather community and 
the Twin Cities LGBT community. Continuing the 
tradition of this column for Lavender Magazine and 
Steve Lenius is a scary task that I don't take lightly. 
Steve wrote this column for almost 30 years, giving 
us insight into leather, updates on events, and ex- 
plaining things we wanted to know about before we 
could just click a mouse and find out online. Thank 
you, Steve. 

So who am I? Many know me in the leather com- 
munity and the larger Twin Cities area as the cre- 
ative force behind Twin Cities Leather and Latte, 
that closed prior to Covid. Others know me from 
involvement with other various clubs and organiza- 
tions. And some just see me once a year on the Sa- 
loon stage giving a speech dressed in leather pants. 

Who Ireally am is a little more complicated. And, 
I think, illustrates why I can continue this column 
while bringing a different perspective to you. First 
and foremost, I am a person of color—specifically a 
Paiute from California. I came to Minnesota in 1993 to 
attend the University of Minnesota with an American 
Indian scholarship opportunity. I received a History 


BY KARRI PLOWMAN 


and American Indian Studies degree before continu- 
ing on with graduate work in Anthropology. I joined 
the work force in the American Indian community 
working for a non-profit and then worked in various 
advocacy and lobby roles before losing everything 
during the small recession and housing crash. 

In that time, I was married, had children, di- 
vorced, and came out of the closet. Гуе sat at tables 
with people while being the only person of color in 
the room and often the only gueer person as well. 
Гуе marched before marching felt like a thing, I've 
testified in front of various city and state govern- 
ments, and I've written from a community perspec- 
tive for other publications. The one consistent thread 
since coming out was my love of leather. In fact, 1 
often state, leather saved me and I owe it a debt. 

My philosophy in the leather community has al- 
ways been I want all people to be happy. I don't care 
what you are into as long as it doesn't hurt someone 
or violate their consent. You deserve to be happy. 
And saying leather community is also somewhat of 
a short cut. In person I often say communities. Be- 
cause that is what leather-capital L is, just a collec- 
tive of various communities including rubber, pup- 
pies, bdsm, etc. attempting to find their happiness. 
Wrapped around this is terms of gender, sexual 
orientation, and sexual positioning. So many words 
and activities the whole thing can become quite con- 
fusing. 


That's my goal in this column to unravel some 
of the confusion. To speak to both the current par- 
ticipants of leather and the curious. Honestly, I'm not 
sure if I was brand new, wanting to join in the leather 
community, I could do it. All of this does seem quite 
daunting at first from the outside. But I hope to un- 
tangle and explain it to you. In the future, I want to 
elevate unheard voices from these communities as 
examples and guides to things you may be interested 
in knowing about around the Twin Cities. Because 
I do believe leather is one path towards happiness. 
And, we live in a city of such diversity. 

Т1Пеауе you with a recent experience for the new 
and old participants of leather. Recently a young man 
of color approached me about going out to a leather 
event. He wanted so badly to fit in; he'd seen things 
online that made him believe this could be a place for 
him. He was so afraid of what his friends might say, 
but was willing to overcome that fear based on the 
potential reward. I helped him with a simple item of 
gear, answered his questions, and said Га be а rec- 
ognizable face in the crowd. Above all, I told him be 
yourself because you are valid in the queer leather 
space that is created for you. So, to the experienced 
leather community member, I say.... remember how 
scared we were in the beginning and offer a hand up. 
То the new potential member...take a chance. I'm 
living proof that there is a wonderful group of people 
waiting to meet you and make your life better. ll 
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Books 


BY E.B BOATNER 


choosing 
family 
А Memoir 
of Queer 

Motherhood 
aud Black 
Resistance 


N 
How ictLANO's ELVES 
CAN SAVE THE EARTH 


ROB KIRBY 


Choosing Family: A Memoir of Queer Motherhood and Black Resistance 

Race is at the center of this memoir and of Royster's world-how could it not be? In a multiracial 
Chicago, every decision, every action is seen through a lens of skin color and heritage. Royster, who 
is Black and her partner, Annie, white, have gone to great lengths to adopt a Black infant; in their 40s 
and 50s, there weren't many options, but they fell in love with Cecelia immediately, then waited out 
the birth mother's decision about this Black, queer, feminist home in which her child would be raised. 
Royster's family matriarchs had built Chicago's South Side, where "family" was fluid, often overriding 
"marriage" or other accepted boundaries. They focus on Joy, whether or not others offer or allow it to 
be claimed. 


Looking for the Hidden Folk: How Iceland's Elves Can Save the Earth 

“Why should disbelief be our default?” asks Brown, while also asking readers to consider what exactly 
they mean by "believe." Even today, Icelandic road construction and other extensive, public endeavors 
have been halted or rerouted to avoid destroying Elves' ancient homes or because of other human activi- 
ties inflicted on the Earth. Brown first visited Iceland in 1986, fell in love with its magical terrain, return- 
ing some 30 times. Perhaps half to two-thirds of Icelandic adults acknowledge the huldufólk, visible only 
to one another and humans known as elf-seers, while ethnographers have plotted ancient tales onto a 
topographical Icelandic map, discovering elves “соте across as embodiments of the landscape itself." 
Brown argues that an elf-curious attitude is not “silly”: “It’s the physics of the 21st century.” 


Marry Me a Little: A Graphic Memoir 

A personal and historical look at gay married life by comics creator Rob Kirby, who, following a 
decade together, and legalization of same-sex marriage in Minnesota, hied off with partner John to the 
"very romantic" Hennepin Courthouse and solemnized the deed. Solemn, yes, but Kirby's a gay car- 
toonist, eager to guide the as-yet-unlinked through paths of pomp and circumstance and middle-class 
hymenologically correct procedures: rainbow moods and vacillations, mid-couture, idiosyncratic wed- 
ding regalia ("business casual with a touch of retro flair"), then into meandering side excursions back 
into history leading to the final, count-down years to 2013. Remember CA's Prop 8? Follow Kirby's dark 
meanderings through the Trump ... well, there, as well as loving remembrances of their cherished dog. 
A book to read; to gift. li 
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Equity for LGBTQ Entrepreneurs 
of Color Enters its Third Year 


Two humanitarian organizations, Quorum 
and PFund, partnered together to spearhead 
an initiative. The Equity Fund for Queer En- 
trepreneurs of Color gives back and invests 
in small businesses within the BIPOC and LG- 
BTQ community. 

Lavender Magazine spoke to Aaron Zim- 
merman, the executive director of PFund, the 
only LGBTQ community foundation serving 
the Upper Midwest, and Rebecca Waggoner, 
the executive director of Quorum, Minnesota's 
LGBTQ: and Allied Chamber of Commerce. 

“We're really excited to be partnering with 
Quorum on this particular endeavor. Our re- 
lationship actually starts way prior to that. 
PFUND does scholarships for LGBTQ stu- 
dents across the midwest and Quorum actually 
hosts three scholarships with PFUND," Zim- 
merman shared. 

The equity cohort began after the initial 
onslaught of the COVID-19 lockdown and the 
murder of George Floyd. “At the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic," Zimmerman ex- 
plained, ^we started a COVID rapid response 
fund, which was [for] organizations, and 
families, deeply impacted by covid-19 within 
the LGBT community. But, as that started to 
unravel, the murder of George Floyd and the 
uprising that occurred after that really had a 
deep and profound impact on our communities 
as well." 

Given PFund and Quorums' decade-long 
history, the two teams met to discuss how they 
could help these affected communities. With 
PFund's devotion to giving back to the commu- 
nity, and Quorum's dedication to connecting, 
building, and strengthening, the two founda- 
tions created a cohort that asks for patience, 
hope, and commitment. 

The solution resolved to a two-part pro- 
gram. Waggoner said the equity fund provides 
support for small businesses. She mentioned a 
lot of complaints and concerns that arose dur- 
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic were that these 
small business owners had no one to reach out 
to for help or backup. With the equity fund, 
business owners have immense support for 
every aspect of their business. Whether that 
means assistance with staffing, growth, or 
event planning. 

According to Zimmerman, The Equity 
Fund for Queer Entrepreneurs intends to sup- 
port businesses that experienced either physi- 
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cal or monetary damage due to the uprising, 
COVID-19, or a combination of the two. 

PFund funds the initiative, while Quorum 
provides the businesses with resources to take 
their small business to the next level. During 
the first year of the Equity Fund, businesses 
used the grant money ($90,000 split between 
15 businesses) to stay open and pay their staff. 
Now with society’s progression to a new пог- 
mal, Waggoner said the grantees stepped up 
with research into technology investments, in- 
frastructure investments, and staffing growth. 
The grant money increased from $75,000 to 
$105,000, and Waggoner and Zimmerman hope 
to continue the growth. 

“Our goal is to move the economic needle 
in Minnesota for LGBTQ+ businesses and al- 
lied businesses, and this is exactly how we do 
it. We take a chance, and we take a dream, and 
we turn it into an actual reality. We know that 
this program is helping change people's busi- 
ness lives," Waggoner said. 

PFund granted $5,000 to 15 individual busi- 
nesses active within the BIPOC and/or queer 
community. The second half of the cohort in- 


cludes spreading business education and pro- 
fessional development available to the business 
owners, with Ouorum's assistance. 

Some of last year's grant recipients include: 
The Melanated Remedy, Lexicon Consulting, 
Doula4All, Vibrant Life Therapy, LLC, and Skin 
That Really Matters. 

“It’s the only one of its kind in the coun- 
try where the local or the regional LGBTQ+ 
foundation is partnering with the chamber to 
provide these kinds of services, provide this 
access," said Waggoner. "During the pandemic 
and after the murder of George Floyd, there 
was a huge economic hit for Quorum mem- 
bers, specifically for members of color." Wag- 
goner further explained that the pandemic led 
to a swath of individuals turning their side hus- 
tle to their main hustle due to the recession. 

"There was economic turmoil across the 
board,” said Waggoner. “We know that some of 
the businesses fail because there's a history of 
lack of funding and access to capital for small, 
marginalized businesses, especially businesses 
of color. And then, when you add in LGBT+ 
identities, then you move even farther away 


pundd/ubueuluJrz оооу Aq pepiaud soioud 


from the center. So that was part of the impe- 
tus: what do we do? What can we do?" 

Once Quorum and PFund settled on a busi- 
ness proposal, the two organizations reached 
out to the respective communities for feedback. 
Zimmerman said Quorum and PFund reached 
out to the local BIPOC and queer communities 
to develop a grant application. 

"At every level, we wanted to have the com- 
munity's voice, lived experience, and expertise 
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at the table," Zimmerman stated. 

Not only do community members decide 
which questions to include in the application, 
they also serve on the committee to select the 
winners. Resorting to community input allows 
the applications to dig deeper. For example, 
instead of only asking rudimentary questions 
about grant money's impact on a business, the 
community implored how the business invests 
in the BIPOC and/or queer community and 
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how they plan to help the BIPOC and/or queer 
communities. 

Each applicant receives a grade based on a 
scoring rubric. The highest-scoring business 
receives an additional $15,000 extra, totaling 
$20,000, the second-highest scorer receives 
$10,000 of additional funds, totaling $15,000, 
and the third-highest scorer receives an addi- 
tional $5,000, totaling $10,000. 

Last year, Belo Miguel Cipriani received the 
$20,000 grant. Cipriani is the founder of Oleb 
Media, an inclusive consulting firm that focus- 
es on accessibility testing within digital media. 

'The goal is to increase funding every year. 
Grant applications open in the fall and the co- 
hort committee meet over a six-month period 
to review applications and select grantees. 

“Т know that coming out of the pandemic 
now," Waggoner said, *or getting to the next 
phase of new normal, people are hungry for 
this business education. And they're hungry 
for this grant money. I mean, it's not ever go- 
ing to be enough to pay for everything that 
you need for your business, but what it is an 
investment, and think that's what makes it a 
little different. We're investing in a business, 
and it lets people know that they matter, that 
their business, while small, is small but mighty, 
and it can grow." H 
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Queer à Trans* Ecologies 
Symposium: Twin Cities 
Campus Edition 


What is a Queer & Trans* Ecologies Sympo- 
sium? 

The Queer & Trans* Ecologies Symposium 
is a groundbreaking event that seeks to explore 
new perspectives and create awareness of issues 
affecting queer and trans* communities in rela- 
tion to ecology. This symposium brings together 
a diverse group of scholars, activists, artists, and 
community members to engage in discussions, 
workshops, poetry readings, and art exhibitions. 

At its core, the Queer & Trans* Ecologies 
Symposium is an interdisciplinary initiative that 
seeks to examine the dynamic relationships be- 
tween gender, sexuality, disability, race, colonial- 
ism, and the environment. The symposium is a 
platform for scholars and activists to showcase 
their research, share ideas, and engage in criti- 
cal conversations about the intersections of queer 
and trans* issues with ecological concerns. 

Participants can expect to engage in a range 
of activities during the three-day event, includ- 
ing workshops on topics such as queer ecology, 
fermentation, and intersexual and transnational 
approaches to the environment. The symposium 
also includes poetry readings, an art exhibit, and 
panels featuring experts in the fields of queer and 
trans* studies, environmental studies, and social 
justice. 

Ultimately, the Queer & Trans* Ecologies 
Symposium seeks to bring attention to the unique 
ways in which queer and trans* communities ex- 
perience environmental issues and to develop 
strategies for building more inclusive and equi- 
table approaches to environmental activism. 

Luckily for Minnesota Residents, The Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, Twin Cities Campus is gearing 
up for an extraordinary event that promises to 
celebrate diversity and inclusivity like never be- 
fore. The Queer & Trans* Ecologies Symposium, 
scheduled from March 23rd to March 25th, 2023, 
to be just as unique as an initiative that seeks to 
explore queer and trans* ecologies in the Anthro- 
pocene, covering a range of topics in the fields 
of arts, humanities, social sciences, and natural 
sciences. 

'The symposium is the culmination of the In- 
terdisciplinary Collaborative Workshop on Queer 
& Trans* Ecologies that began in 2020, inviting 
everyone to participate in a series of workshops, 
poetry readings, an art exhibit, panels, and dis- 
cussions. The symposium's events will be free 
and available to the public, providing an excellent 
opportunity for all to learn and engage with the 
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community in a dynamic and interactive environ- 
ment. 

At the symposium’s heart is the Queer and 
Trans* Ecologies Interdisciplinary Initiative, 
a groundbreaking approach that explores the 
impact of gender, sexuality, disability, race, and 
colonialism on the environment. Attendees can 
expect to delve deeper into these topics, with a 
particular focus on intersexual and transnational 
approaches to the environment. This initiative 
aims to explore questions in the fields of queer 
and trans* ecologies, including new embodi- 
ments and social relations in the Anthropocene. 

The Queer & Trans* Ecologies Symposium 
boasts an impressive lineup of events, including 
an art exhibit and opening party at the Quarter 
Gallery. Visitors can indulge in the thought-pro- 
voking Queer Ecology Hanky Project exhibit, 
featuring a collection of handkerchiefs made by 
queer and trans folks that explore different eco- 
logical themes. There’s also a conversation with 
Mel Y. Chen and Michelle Murphy at IAS Thurs- 
days at the Best Buy Theater in Northrop, where 
attendees can join in discussions and explore 
queer and trans* ecologies further. 

The symposium is also excited to host a fer- 
mentation workshop by Sandor Katz, an award- 
winning author and food activist. Attendees can 
learn about fermentation and how it connects to 
the natural world and explore new ways of inter- 
acting with the environment. Writer Eli Clare is 
set to grace the Bell Museum with their presence, 
offering a reading that explores issues related 


to queerness and disability in the environment. 
There will also be a range of workshops and pan- 
els hosted at the Liberal Arts Engagement Hub, 
providing further opportunities for visitors to en- 
gage and learn. 

The Queer & Trans* Ecologies Symposium 
is a truly unique opportunity for attendees to en- 
gage with the community and explore queer and 
trans* ecologies in a dynamic and interactive en- 
vironment. The symposium offers an incredible 
platform for visitors to learn about the impor- 
tance of diversity and inclusivity in the Anthropo- 
cene and how it connects to the world around us. 

The symposium’s official website at www. 
Queerandtransecologies.com offers more infor- 
mation about the speakers, resources, and sched- 
ule. Visitors are encouraged to visit the website 
for any additional information they might require 
and for any questions or concerns. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to partici- 
pate in an event that celebrates diversity and in- 
clusivity like never before. The Queer & Trans* 
Ecologies Symposium promises to be an unfor- 
gettable experience that offers a unique opportu- 
nity to engage with the community and explore 
queer and trans* ecologies in the Anthropocene. 
Join us from March 23rd to March 25th, 2023, at 
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Cam- 
pus, for an event that is sure to leave a lasting 
impression. li 
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New Discounted 
Vehicles In-Stock 


Discounts are back at Volkswagen of Inver Grove— we've got 
over 100 new vehicles in-stock and ready to drive off the lot 
today! Choose from our large inventory to find your perfect 
fit, and when you buy with us, you'll always get one low price. 
Whether you're 18 or 80, there's no need to negotiate with 

us for fair prices representing good value. Plus, get a Lifetime 
Powertrain Warranty on all new and most used vehicles. 


Not only that, but be sure to check out 
Volkswagen at the Minnesota Auto Show 
from March 31st-April 8th and get an 


Auto Show Bonus of *500 
all month long! 
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INVER GROVE 


vwinvergrove.com ㆍ 651.552.9100 
494 & S. Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


Foster Adopt Minnesota 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

wWwww.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're а sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor&hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

he Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

heater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 

Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcomeQGchlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet 5001! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

info@visitstcloud.com 

www. visitsteloud.com 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THENETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


GUN SHOPS HOME SERVICES 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGEN S 2222 
Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 


Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. | avender Media is seeking 


to add a Twin Cities based full time Account Ex- 
ecutive to our sales team. We are looking for an 
outgoing, organized, self-driven & motivated pro- 
fessional with excellent phone, writing and pre- 
sentation skills. Candidates should enjoy working 
directly with clients who are interested in growing 
their business through Lavender advertising and 
event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. In- 
cludes base pay + commission and an employee 
benefits package that includes group health, 
dental, life insurance and LTD. Applicants should 
have experience with Mac software environment, 
Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should ex- 
hibit an elevated level of organization, attention to 
detail, the ability to work as part of a team, effec- 
tive communication, self direction, enjoys working 
with new people and has a natural drive to grow. 
Please send your cover letter and resume to ste- 


phen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


Bill’s 
Gun Shop & Range 


We're М Vesainen 


Training - Safety - Fun 
|I | | 그 Мои 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


Light Tree Removal, Trimming 
and Stump Grinding 


715-716-6684 


FULLY INSURED 
Serving the North Metro, 


Duluth, and Surrounding Areas 


HOME SERVICES 


Call Today for a Free Quote 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


REAL ESTATE 


612-721-4080 "m 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area COLDWELL BANKER B lun 
Emergency Service Available 
Я nwalker@cbrealty.com 
я — m 612.827.9537 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured Y Th eNa уу 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB ES | vum s 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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Closer To Normal 
The 115" Chicago Auto Show 


BY RANDY STERN 


There are signs of normalization in 2023. 
Many of the events that had been put on hold or 
rescheduled - or even reconfigured - began their 
return last year. This year promises even more 
normalization after the COVID-19 Pandemic hit 
the pause button on the world. 

The Chicago Auto Show was one of them. 
While going full scale in 2020 in its regularly 
scheduled February slot, the Pandemic caused a 
scramble to see whether the Chicago Auto Trade 
Association can hold it in the first place and what 
it would actually look like at McCormick Place 
south of The Loop. 

'The 2021 edition was reconfigured into a mix 
of indoor and outdoor experiences for that sum- 
mer. Even with restrictions the shortened Auto 
Show still attracted its share of visitors and a lim- 
ited number of journalists and industry people. 

The following year saw the show return to its 
traditional February timeslot. CATA reduced the 
actual space with many manufacturers holding 
off exhibiting with concerns about safety and the 
continued pandemic in the city. 

For various reasons, I have been unable to 
attend the Chicago Auto Show since that 2020 
show. It has been at the core of my overall auto- 
motive work, working that show every year from 
2011. The show helped plan on which vehicles 
should be featured in Lavender and to get a sense 
on how to cover out own local auto show in the 
Twin Cities. 

For 2023, I have returned to McCormick 
Place, as CATA welcomed the media to the 115th 
edition of the Chicago Auto Show. 


The City of Chicago opened up both the North 
and South Halls of McCormick Place for the show 
again - over a million sguare feet of vehicles from 
a number of brands. Included in that space are 
seven indoor tracks. They range from exhibiting 
the prowess of the most capable off-roaders in 
the market to electric vehicle experiences. The 
latter include a new program that began last year 
called Chicago Drives Electric, a program out on 
by CATA to help consumers experience a number 
of EVs they were considering. 

One of the big attractions for visitors — and the 
media alike — is the Wintrust Super Car exhibit. 
This features the most desirable automobiles in 
the world, from brands such as Lamborghini and 
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Rolls-Royce. The exhibit showed off the resurrec- 
tion of the Lamborghini Countach - essentially a 
rebodied Aventador made to look almost like the 
original poster car. 

The purpose of a major auto show was to in- 
troduce us the newest offerings in the market. 
Big press conferences to trot out the latest wares 
available within the next few months. Chicago 
used to be known for the biggest debuts, as it 
was the first place to show the world some of the 
industry's icons. That list included the original 
Mazda MX-5 Miata and the Acura NSX. 

This year, we witnessed the arrival of a larger 
2024 Toyota Grand Highlander, engineered to ac- 
commodate adults in the third row of seats. Suba- 
ru also rolled out a revised 2024 Crosstrek, which 
should be of interest to our demographic. Plus, 
Volkswagen unveiled their updated Atlas and 
Atlas Cross Sport for 2024. Those were the note- 
worthy debuts the Chicago Auto Show hosted. 

Going into the show, I had been compiling 
a list of new vehicles I wanted to see up close. 
Some of which I had in mind for our magazine. 
For example, the fifth-generation 2023 Toyota 
Prius is the latest chapter of one of our commu- 
nity's favorite vehicles. It is lower, sleeker, more 
powerful, and have sparked many conversations 
that would change the image of this vanguard of 
electrified vehicles. 

Another vehicle that I was happy to see was 
the new 2023 Toyota Crown. They replaced the 
Avalon sedan with a completely new-to-North 
America all-hybrid “apex” vehicle that looks like 
a fastback with a hatch. It is really a sedan. It just 


looks very sleek, something Toyota has been 
working on in turn if changing up their design 
philosophy. 

Alas, one cannot truly meet their heroes on an 
auto show floor. We're not talking about that $2.8 
Million Lamborghini Countach LPI 800-4 that was 
mentioned earlier in this article. On a personal 
level, it was the 2023 Acura Integra. 

If you owned something truly special at the 
most appropriate time in your life and you en- 
joyed every second behind the wheel, there is 
always some sort of spark when a new version of 
that vehicle becomes available. For me, that car 
was the Integra. I'll explain more when we get 
one in for this magazine. 

By the time this issue comes out, the show's 
run would be over. However, the Twin Cities Auto 
Show is just around the corner. It will return to 
the Minneapolis Convention Center on March 31 
— celebrating its 5001 anniversary. Lavender will 
have a preview article coming up in our next issue. ll 
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ninetwentyfive at The Hotel Landing 
925 Lake St. E., Wayzata, MN 


Visit with the following vendors: 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Coon Rapids Duluth 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.653.7042 651.750.0321 765.219.1556 26/23. S012 


schneidermans.com 


